
KS3 Knowledge Organiser:
The Industrial Revolution

(Nineteenth Century/
Victorian Period)

Industrial Changes
Britain was the leader of 
the Industrial Revolution 

and 1750-1900 saw major 
changes. Transport moved 
from horse power to steam 

power.
Production moved from 

things being made in 
houses (domestic) to being 

made in factories.
People moved from the 
countryside to the city.

Inventions improved 
production in factories.

Britain became the centre 
of the trading world.

Domestic – Factory 
Systems

As the demand for 
products increased, Britain 

needed to speed up 
production, to produce 

goods more cheaply. The 
factory system moved 
production from the 

countryside to the city. 
This made people move to 
the city (urban migration). 
Cities were overcrowded. 

Factory work was hard. 
Hours were long & there 
was no health and safety 

regulations

Jobs 
Jobs, especially for the 
poor, were hard work.

Most people worked in a 
factory or a  mine. Children 

as young as 3 or 4 would 
work in the mines as 

trappers. You could die 
from gas inhalation, or from 

mines collapsing. Injuries 
were common.

You might work in a rich 
household as a maid or 
servant. The lives of the 

rich and poor were vastly 
different and resulted in a 

l’aissez faire attitude.

Industrial Heroes
John Snow –Dr John Snow 
investigated cholera and 

proved that it was a 
waterborne disease. This 
enabled the poor to stop 

prevent cholera.
Joseph Bazalgette was paid 
by the government to build 
a sewer system to take the 
dirty water out of the city 

and protect the people 
from the dangerous 

diseases at the time. It was 
copied across Europe and 
was so good that it is still 

the same sewer used today.

Jack the Ripper
In 1888 in Whitechapel, a 

poor area in London, 5 
murders of some of 

London’s most destitute 
people took place. 

They were murders of 
prostitutes, within days of 

each other. 
The police arrested one 

suspect – someone known 
as Leather Apron – but it 

wasn’t him.
Jack mutilated his victims 
and wrote letters to the 
police and newspapers

trying to be chased.

Industrial Manufacture Entrepreneur Urban Migration Domestic L’aissez faire Cholera Government Destitute Production

Processing raw 
materials or 

manufacturing 
goods in factories

Making 
something on a 

large scale.

Someone who 
sets up a 

business hoping 
to make profit.

The movement of 
people from the 
countryside to 

the city for work.

Things to do with 
the home. (In this 
case, working at 

home).

Meaning ‘leave 
well alone’. The 
attitude of the 

rich to the poor.

A waterborne
disease which 
kills its’ victims 

quickly.

The body of 
people in charge 

of ruling the 
country.

To be extremely
poor and not able 

to support 
yourself.

To make
something from 
raw materials.


